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Precipitation Notes 

1. Every ________ will have a wide range of precipitation throughout 

the year. 

2. __________ is a liquid precipitation that falls to the surface in 

droplets that are greater than 0.5 mm in diameter.  

3. ___________ forms when ice crystals combine into flakes.  

4. Snow only reaches the surface when the entire temperature of the 

______________________ is at or below freezing. 

5. ______________________ are precipitation that occurs when 

cooled water freezes on ice crystals or snowflakes or they can also 

occur when snowflakes melt and then refreeze as they fall. 

6. _________________are small grains of ice and are the solid 

equivalent of rain drizzle. 

7. Ice Crystals float in the wind and are also known as _____________ 

8. ______________ or ice pellets are raindrops that have frozen. 

9. The __________ layer of the troposphere will be below freezing 

when sleet is falling and this allows the drops the completely freeze. 

10. ___________ is dense precipitation that is ice and is at least 5 mm 

in diameter.   

11. Hail occurs when water that is in the atmosphere ____________ 

and sticks to the embryo hailstone.   

12. There is both ______ and _______ hail. 

13. __________________ liquid precipitation that reaches the surface 

in the form of drops that are greater than 0.5 mm in diameter and 

then freeze on the earth’s surface. 

14. Drizzle is liquid precipitation or rain that reaches the surface in the 

form of drops that are _______________ than 0.5 mm in diameter. 

15. Liquid precipitation or rain that reaches the surface in the form of 

drops that are less than 0.5 mm in diameter and then freezes is 

known as ___________________________________. 

16. _______________________________ is when two or more types of 

precipitation fall at once.   
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